[image: image1.jpg]Environment
Agency





Launch of new flood product test centre

at HR Wallingford 

General briefing






        20/01/10
With the BSI (British Standards Institute) and HR Wallingford we are jointly launching a new test centre on 2 February 2010.  This will test flood products to ensure they meet the new industry standard (PAS1188, 2009), allowing householders, organisations and businesses to have greater confidence in the flood products they buy. 

For the last three years there has been no test centre for flood products. This means that only a few products have been tested and carry PAS accreditation such as the BSI’s own Kitemark. The new test centre will allow more products to be tested which will ensure more tested products are available to the public. 

What are the benefits?
Opening this centre will:
· provide a facility where new and existing flood products can be independently tested

· underline PAS1188 as the industry standard accredited through schemes such as BSI’s well recognised Kitemark 

· stimulate the market leading to more accredited products, competition and choice

· increase confidence in the market thanks to knowledge that products have been independently tested against a recognised industry standard

· provide local authorities / housing associations / developers with a clear route to properly tested products – including larger scale defences - which should encourage proactive installation in existing and new build developments

· provide a focus for press activity which will help raise flood awareness and motivate people to take self protection measures

What do we want to happen?

· More ‘preparation in advance’ - we want to increase the number of people who make changes to their property to ensure it is more flood resistant and resilient.  This will enable us to advise more clearly on ‘self help’ options for homeowners / businesses / organisations and reduce dependence on EA flood defences.

· Promote a national standard – we want to promote a national quality standard for flood products and increase awareness of the BSI Kitemark scheme.

· Linking with other initiatives – having the test centre operational will help ensure there is sufficient selection and availability of PAS-tested products so that when the next round of Defra’s property protection grants is announced in March 2010 we are able to encourage local authorities to source them as opposed to untested products.  

· Flood awareness – regional activities will include providing information about flood products and encouraging take-up of Defra property grants where local authorities have secured funding.  This is a key objective of the overall resistance and resilience project.

· Driving uptake of larger products – the test centre will also test larger free standing barriers such as the pallet barrier for protecting multiple properties. We would like to see more local authorities, developers, housing associations etc. investing in their own temporary flood defences and becoming more self-sufficient in preparing for flooding events

Key messages:

· Resistance and resilience measures can help to minimise the damage from flood water and greatly reduce the length of time needed for repair of a building and its contents.

· The centre will provide local authorities / housing associations / developers with a clear route to properly tested products – including larger scale defences - which should encourage proactive installation in existing and new build developments

· 1 in 6 properties in England and Wales are at flood risk, but the Environment Agency works to protect people and property from flooding 
· Flooding costs time, money and heartache
For more details please contact Veronica Newport on 07788 190063 or Tony Andryszewski on 07775 826835.  

