
P lann ing

Planning shapes the places where people live and 

work and the country we live in. It plays a key role 

in supporting the Government’s wider social, 

environmental and economic objectives and for 

sustainable communities.

Planning Policy Consultation

Consultation on proposed amendments 
to Planning Policy Statement 25: 
Development and Flood Risk
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How to 
respond:

To addresses above (by email if possible).

Additional 
ways to 
become 
involved:

As this is a largely technical issue with specialist interests, this 
will be a purely written exercise.

After the 
consultation:

We shall take into account the responses to this consultation 
before any final decisions are taken on clarifying the policy. 
We would expect to publish a response to the consultation 
and a revised version of PPS25, incorporating amendments 
covered by this consultation, by December 2009.

Compliance 
with the code 
of practice on 
consultation:

The consultation complies with the code.

Background

Getting to this 
stage:

Strengthened planning policy on development and flood risk 
was issued in December 2006 through Planning Policy 
Statement 25 (PPS25), following extensive public consultation. 
A ‘living draft’ of an accompanying Practice Guide was also 
subsequently published on the CLG website and comments 
invited. A ‘final’, updated version of the Practice Guide was 
published in June 2008, taking account of comments received 
on the previous draft, experience of stakeholders in applying the 
policy in PPS25 and the lessons learned from the summer 2007 
floods. However, some aspects of the policy in PPS25 also need 
to be clarified in the light of these considerations.

Previous 
engagement:

Following on from previous engagement and consultations with 
stakeholders (see above), informal discussions on the specific 
clarifications have been held with the Environment Agency and 
relevant Government Departments.




